BIOLOGY DISSECTION
The dissection unit is the culminating unit of the year in biology. It incorporates everything we have learned during the past eight months and forces you to utilize it in a practical manner. You will be expected to think, analyze, and synthesize knowledge based on what you have learned.

There are four possible parts to the dissection unit; worms, fish, human torso, and pig. As we go through the different parts, you will be expected to notice how the different organ and organ systems changed in complexity as organisms became more evolved. You will also be expected to know the organs, their function, location, and how they relate to other organs in the organism.
Each section has its own test, study guide diagrams, and periods for study. The first two tests are group tests and the final test is on your own. 

Groups  - You will be working in groups of four and you will have the opportunity to decide the groups. While picking your partners you need to be sure that you have at least ONE individual who is willing to dissect your group’s specimen. Also, your first three test grades are dependent on your group’s knowledge of the subject material. Plus, there is a limited amount of time to study and learn the material during class, distractions detract from that time. 

My advice is to pick partners based on the following criteria:

· Someone who is going to work with you to make sure that all members of the group know the material.
· Someone who is going to participate in the work, clean-up, and learning.

· Someone who is going to follow directions.

· Someone who is not going to distract you.

Diagrams
The study diagrams are expected to be neatly labeled and turned in on the day of the test. They should include all terms that apply to that particular diagram for that specimen with a line pointing to the corresponding organ on the diagram.
 You may color code them, write notes on them, or add any other helpful details that will make you more successful in your learning.

The diagram for each specimen will be due at the time you take the test. Turning it in after you have completed the test will result in it being accepted as late work.
Participation
Each day, at the end of the period, I will stamp your participation sheet. This will only be done at the end of the period when everything has been cleaned up, put away, and all students are back in their seats. When the bell rings, I stop stamping. You will not get a stamp for the day if you are absent, did not stay on task, or violated any of the classroom policies.

If you lose the participation sheet, you lose all of the points associated with it. I will give you another if you ask, but all stamps and associated points up to then are lost and cannot be recovered. You may only turn in ONE sheet.

The participation stamp sheet is due at the time you take the final pig test. Turning it in after you have completed the test will result in it being accepted as late work.
Test
The test is oral and will be given during the class period. You will be expected to know every organ listed in the dissection terms that were issued at the beginning of the unit. You should know where each organ is, what it does, be able to identify it by both name and function. You should also know how it relates to other organs in the same system, the flow of resources through it, and what it does in relation to other organs and systems.

You (or your group) will be allowed to pick when you take the test during the testing period. There is no advantage or disadvantage to going early or late.

Dissection Policies

· NO FOOD OR DRINK IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM!!!

· Phones may be used with permission from the teacher for study purposes only. Permission is given on a daily basis.
· Study purposes include Brainscape and research.
· If there is a question about what you are using your phone for, you will be expected to show me your phone and its history. Failure to do so is a violation of this policy.

· Violation of this policy results in a loss of all participation points.

· You may not listen to music.

· Ok, you will, but I’m picking it.

· If you don’t like what I pick, #3.

· Students must stay on task.

· Students must participate in the organization of the study, all facets of learning, and the daily clean-up at the end of the period.

· Noise is to be kept to a low, acceptable level. You may be given a warning. Or not.

· Horseplay of any kind will not be tolerated.

· Respect is to be shown to the specimens, other students, and the teacher.

· Violation of this policy may result in a loss of all participation points and/or removal from all further dissection activity.
· At the end of the period, stamp sheets will not be stamped until:
· All specimens are put away correctly.

· All dissecting kits are clean, dry, and put away correctly.

· The sink is clean.

· All counters are clean and dry.

· The floor is clean of debris and trash.

· All solid waste is to be put into a trash can. Do NOT throw things into the sink.

· No unauthorized dissection is allowed. 

· Violation of this policy will result in removal from all further dissection activity.

· Any unsafe activity, as decided by the teacher and/or school policy, will result in removal from all further dissection activity and possible further school actions.

· The teacher has the final determination in what is acceptable in the classroom. My goal is to keep all of my students safe and give them all an equal opportunity to be successful in their academic endeavors.

· Multiple policy violations may result in a loss of all participation points and/or removal from all further dissection activity.
How to Succeed in This Unit

· Attend class.

· It is hard to learn when you are not here to study the material.

· Label your diagrams early in each part of the unit and use them while you study the specimen.
· What are you using to study?

· Use Brainscape and the online video quizzes
· They work.

· Quiz your partners and have them quiz you.

· Hold them accountable and don’t accept mediocrity from them or yourself.

· Participate in the set-up, dissection, and clean-up of the group.

· If you participate, you are investing in the group.

· Don’t waste time.

· You only have the time during class in which to study with your specimen, use it wisely.
· When you think you know it, go back and try again.

· I promise you, you don’t.

· Don’t let others distract you.

· Stay on task.

· Be confident.

· Have fun. It’s not really that bad.
