TAXONOMY POLICY
The taxonomy unit ties together all of the information we learned in the previous, (evolution) unit and asks you to notice the differences and similarities between different groups of organisms. You will need to know not only the information in the study guide, but to be able to apply it to different specimens in the classroom and in a test setting.
The unit will start with a general overview of each of the taxonomy areas. There will be bins with specimens grouped by similarity of organisms so that you can recognize the types of organisms that fit into that group. After a few days, the specimens will be mixed up into the different bins so that you have the opportunity to quiz/test yourself and your group on the information.
In addition, there will be sample stations at the front of the room that will simulate the testing environment allowing you to become comfortable while testing your knowledge. Six stations with six different specimens will be combined with possible questions about the specimens. The answers will be at the side of the room so you can check your work. 

There are also six videos available on the BioAPES.com website that you can use to test/study at home and I encourage you to make use of them before the test. These videos are intended to be used at home and not in class during class time.
Groups  - You will be working in groups of four and you will have the opportunity to decide the groups. There is a limited amount of time to study and learn the material during class, distractions detract from that time. 

My advice is to pick partners based on the following criteria:

· Someone who is going to help you learn, is willing to test you and ask questions, and someone will do the same for you.
· Someone who is going to participate in the work, clean-up, and learning.

· Someone who is going to follow directions.

· Someone who is not going to distract you.

Classification Packet
The Classification Packet is expected to be complete and turned in on the day of the test. It should include all of the information given to you in class and any notes that you might need for that particular taxonomy group or specimen.
You should color code them, write notes on them, and/or add any other helpful details that will make you more successful in your learning.

The Classification Packet will be due the day of the test and will be collected out in the hallway before you enter the room. It will be checked for completeness on the date given in class, but will not be checked for accuracy. You are responsible for checking the accuracy against the copies that will be made available to you in class. Having the packet completed by the check date is worth five points per page and having it correct, with extra notes, color coded, etc. on the day of the test will get another five points per page, for a total of 150. 
Lab Completion
Each day, at the end of the period, I will stamp your Lab Completion sheet. This will only be done at the end of the period when everything has been cleaned up, put away, and all students are back in their seats. When the bell rings, I stop stamping. You will not get a stamp for the day if you are absent, did not stay on task, or violated any of the classroom policies.

If you lose the Lab Completion sheet, you lose all of the points associated with it. I will give you another if you ask, but all stamps and associated points up to then are lost and cannot be recovered. You may only turn in ONE sheet.

The Lab Completion stamp sheet is due at the time you take the taxonomy test. Turning it in after you have completed the test will result in it being accepted as late work.
Test
The test is in a standard practical test format. There are 40 stations each with a specimen and between 2 and 5 questions about the specimen at that station. There are a total of 100 questions and a total of 250 points.
Specimen Handling

· Do not shake the specimens.

· Do not open the specimens.
· Always handle them over one of the bins.
· Do not set them on the desks/table.
· Carry the bins with two hands.
· All specimens will be treated with respect.
· Any mishandling of specimens or damage may result in removal from the lab and further class activities.
Dissection Policies

· NO FOOD OR DRINK IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM!!!

· Phones may be used with permission from the teacher for study purposes only. Permission is given on an individual and daily basis.
· Study purposes may include Brainscape and research, but that should be done at home.
· If there is a question about what you are using your phone for, you will be expected to show me your phone and its history. Failure to do so is a violation of this policy.

· Violation of this policy results in a loss of all lab completion points.

· You may not listen to music.

· Ok, you will, but I’m picking it.

· If you don’t like what I pick, #3.

· Students must stay in their groups and on task.

· Students must participate in the organization of the study, all facets of learning, and the daily clean-up at the end of the period.

· Noise is to be kept to a low, acceptable level. You may be given a warning. Or not.

· Horseplay of any kind will not be tolerated.

· Respect is to be shown to the specimens, other students, and the teacher.

· Violation of this policy may result in a loss of all lab completion points and/or removal from all further dissection activity.
· Any unsafe or unapproved activity, as decided by the teacher and/or school policy, will result in removal from all further lab activity and possible further school actions.

· The teacher has the final determination in what is acceptable in the classroom. My goal is to keep all of my students safe and give them all an equal opportunity to be successful in their academic endeavors.

· Multiple policy violations may result in a loss of all lab completion points and/or removal from all further dissection activity.
